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Roman law. Then come in the thirteenth century Niccol6
Pisano, and in the fourteenth century, Dante, Giotto, and
Petrarch, to arouse men again to a sense of the beautiful and
the cultivated; and Art and Literature begin to flow back
to their long-deserted Western home. And so, out of the
very grave of that old civilisation of Rome, buried deep nine
centuries before, comes the new inspiration, the Re-birth.

But as yet there was none with power to make these ef-
forts produce their full fruit; none with power to unearth
the treasures so long buried, to spread a knowledge of them
throughout the West, and to make the voices of those long
dead begin again to speak. While after these four fathers of
the Renaissance] had passed away Art and Literature threat-
ened again to die, and the movement thus inaugurated to
become but local and temporary.

And then, in the city which had produced three of these
men, arose a family who, with the power of wealth, and with
a great love for these things, lifted Learning from its grave,
spread a knowledge of it through Europe, gave Art the en-
couragement it needed in order to advance to its highest
achievements, and made that city the Athens of the West.